
Reset: Reaching Out to the Lost 

Colossians 4:5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. Let your 
speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to 
answer each person. 

I cleaned a church building in Lubbock with my Dad when I was a boy. One thing about my 
Dad - if he did a job, it would be done the right way - no cutting corners. I can still see him on 
his hands and knees scrubbing the toilets. He would always have his boys doing something. 
For example, when they were young, Billy and David used to mow lawns. (I would tag along, 
but I was too young to contribute). They eventually bought 1966 & 1967 G.T.O.s with the 
money they earned, and the 66' was fully restored. Years went on, and it was my turn to do a 
little work, so I cleaned the building with Dad.  

Dad was a Bible-quoting machine. You think I'm kidding, but I'm confident he'd be slightly 
disappointed with my quoting abilities. He would spend so much time committing verses to 
memory. I thought my Dad knew more Bible than any other preacher out there. He would play 
this game (if you will) while we were cleaning, "Okay, pick another passage." I'd open up the 
Bible and either read a passage and ask him to offer the book and chapter, or I would give 
him the book and chapter, and he'd quote it if he could (to be fair - he quoted more from the 
New Testament). I clearly remember thinking: "If I knew the Bible like Dad, I would talk to 
everyone about God." 

Years would go by, and I'll be honest - I didn't begin studying until I was in my 20's. One day 
it occurred to me that I didn't know the Bible but was parroting my Dad. I began to study 
during my lunch breaks when I worked in banking. God was becoming more real to me, and 
so were my relationships in the church. It wasn't social anymore - I was paying attention to 
what was being taught and comparing it to my life and understanding. At work, as I would 
study day after day, my coworkers began to notice, resulting in my first Bible study with 
someone. There was no better feeling. As time passed, I started learning "how you ought to 
answer each person." I'll be honest - I got into preaching (whether right or wrong) not 
because I wanted time in the pulpit but more time to study with those outside the body or 
one-on-one time for those in the church. To me, preaching on Sunday was the icing on the 
cake. 

Colossians 4:5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. Let your 
speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to 
answer each person. 

It's all a mindset! 
- Sharing the gospel has been such a great honor in my life. I look at it as an opportunity to 

fish. Isn't that what Jesus taught? Jesus' statement of making Peter & Andrew fishers of 
men resonates with me because I've always enjoyed fishing. You never know what's going 
to happen. You never know if you'll make a catch. As I thought about my day-to-day 



routine, I found myself amused by the truth of Jesus' statement. Before I offer my 
observations on evangelism, I want to be clear and fair to the text. I remember visiting a 
congregation once, and within 5 minutes, the class discussed using different lures. They 
took it way too far (not to mention they used nets and not lures), and at no point was it 
acknowledged. What was Jesus' point? Peter & Andrew's new focus would be gathering 
men rather than fish. However, it got me thinking, and I'd like to encourage us to consider 
some truths:   

You're always at the pond. 
- Kids are crazy, and you've got to respond? At the pond. 
- At the salon gettin' your hair dyed blonde? At the pond.  
- Barber's political views make you want to scream? Lures in the stream. 
- At Braums buying ice cream? Fishing in a stream. 
- Argument with coworker gettin' hotter? Another fish in the water. 
- Some punk wants to talk to your daughter? Line in the water. 
- Out with the family eating steak? Fishing on a lake. 
- In church, and someone's acting fake? At the lake. 
- In the store going through the motion? Boats in the ocean. 
- A friend struggling with demotion? Lines in the ocean. 

- I'm trying to make you smile, but I sincerely believe in this and hope you do. My main 
pond is Starbucks in Melissa. God does beautiful things all the time. Whether I see 
someone draw closer to God or not, God allowing us to fish is an absolute blessing. 
I'm content with that pond, brethren. But I've got to see it for what it is - a beautiful 
opportunity to shine a light. You never know what's around the corner or who's 
interested. Did you see Mandy's email Wednesday evening? Her uncle is turning 80 
this year and just obeyed the gospel. Some people come to work in the vineyard in 
those last hours, don't they? We never know. It begins in the home and carries through 
to when we worship. It may be a routine day for you, but it could be the beginning of 
an eternal shift for someone else.  

Know what to throw out.  
- Some basic comparisons naturally come to mind. You throw something out (based on your 

knowledge of the craft), and sometimes you catch and others you don't. You don't have 
control, but you do the best you can. Peter & Andrew threw out a net based on Jesus' 
instruction. We've got some instructions as well, do we not? Do you want to catch fish? 
Throw out gracious words seasoned with salt. Will this ensure a catch? No, but at least you 
know you're doing your part. 

- Colossians 1:6 which has come to you (the gospel - S.B.), as indeed in the whole world it is 
bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and 
understood the grace of God in truth, 

- What did the brethren in Colossae hear and understand? The grace of God in truth! 
- Brethren, sometimes we'll encounter tough conversations. If you've found a way 

around that, it would be news to me and, more importantly, to the apostles and Jesus 
Himself. 

- 2 Corinthians 8:7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all 
earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. 



- Yes, we want to excel in our speech. I read about the Corinthian culture and how they 
valued speech and knowledge. Are we that different? 

- Acts 20:32 And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 

- Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good 
for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 

- Our message builds others up and brings hope. 
- Titus 2:11–14 "For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 

training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us 
from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are 
zealous for good works." 

- Yes, the grace of God brings change. Brethren, spreading the gospel is more than 
debating about differences between religious groups. That will happen, but we need 
the wisdom to know when to dust our sandals off and move on. There are those out 
there who don't have a dog in the theological fight. People who are hurting. People 
who are lost and wandering. People who are ignorant of God and seeking the wrong 
things and people to fill a spiritual hole. Those people are so happy to hear the good 
news. They are worth the fight. They are worth the effort. They are worth the 
discouraging thoughts or attitudes we fight against. Don't say that no one wants to 
hear.  

- I've seen Matti & Garrett come to the Lord. That happened at another little Starbucks 
pond in Rowlett. Last Sunday, we had a visitor from a little Starbucks pond in Melissa. 
The Lord has granted me two other new studies (with a possible third) at that little 
pond. What will happen? I don't know, but I'm going to keep fishing. What about you?


