
Empty Promise 
Today, millions of people are remembering the resurrection of Jesus. This yearly tradition 
does not originate among the apostles and 1st-century church. There is no biblical 
command or obligation to do so. At North Collin, we celebrate Jesus’ death and return 
every week. He returns because He lives. He lives because He was resurrected. Having said 
that, I appreciate that we may have visitors among us who expect to hear about His 
resurrection. I want to take advantage of that, and in the worst case, it never hurts the 
church to remember the power behind His resurrection.  

This week, I was thinking about the women approaching Jesus’ tomb that Sunday morning. 
What were they expecting? From their reaction, it seems as though they expected to see a 
body. Mary’s initial response to the empty tomb was to tell the Apostles “they” (probably 
His killers) had taken the Lord’s body somewhere. question to the gardener was, “Where 
have you taken Him?” Not, “I knew it! He’s risen from the dead!” Once Peter and John 
entered the tomb, they believed. Yet, the text in John 20 clearly states they hadn’t 
understood Scripture, which said He must rise from the dead. 

What a moment. Have there been terrifying moments in your life that were right around the 
corner that you absolutely dreaded? Maybe you’re awaiting an acceptance or denial letter 
from the college you applied to? Perhaps something happened at work, and you’re afraid 
to return the next day only to be fired? Maybe a loved one made a horrible choice in some 
way and is about to hear the judge’s verdict? Perhaps a loved one’s health takes a turn, 
and you fear the worst? Your marriage is in a mess, and your spouse threatens divorce, and 
you’re not sure what the next day may bring. Maybe there’s been some conflict with family, 
and it could come to a head the following day? You get the idea. In life, the reality is that 
those days come, and your nightmare becomes a reality. You’re not getting into the desired 
college, and your future looks different. You lose the job. You’re going to jail. Your 
loved one dies. Your spouse leaves you. Your child decides they’re done with you. 

But on that day, as they expected to bear the reminder of yesterday’s events by looking at 
Jesus’ body, they found an empty tomb. And though they didn’t realize it at the moment, 
they were actually witnessing an empty promise. I say it that way because it’s precisely what 
it was, as Jesus said. He made an empty promise. That grave was exactly as it should have 
been on the third day—empty. 

You’ve got to admit that an empty tomb is the strangest place to find the most incredible 
promises. But it’s at the center of the Christian faith: an empty tomb. I’m reminding us today 
of several truths tied to that promise. 

John 2:18-22 (Destroy this temple) 
- It reminds us that what He says, He will do. You can count on His words. Yes, the Bible 

can be trusted. It comes from God. It fulfilled OT passages as well. It’s all trustworthy. 
- It reminds us that He knows what it is to be torn down. 

John 10:7-18 (Protection from the Good Shepherd) 
- It reminds us that He is loves. Romans 8 couldn’t be any clearer. 
- It reminds us that He doesn’t take advantage of us. He wants to give us all an abundant 

life. 



- It reminds us that He’s still guiding us even though He is not physically present. You are 
not abandoned children. 

John 12:27-32 (Ruler of this world is Judged) 
- It reminds us that He won. 
- I have grown to believe more and more in the spiritual realm. Not that I understand it 

all, but I know a war takes place. Growing up, you’d have people who brought you 
comfort. I knew my Dad would lay down his life for me. I knew my brothers would 
eagerly do so as well. But you become a man who sacrifices. In my life, I especially invite 
the role of fighting for my wife and children. But I’ve got to be honest - the child-like 
faith still needs a hero. I need to know He’s fighting for me because, without Him, I fail. I 
would be lying if I said I never struggled with fears before. It’s during these times I 
regroup and remind myself that I don’t have to fear death itself. Jesus has eternal life 
waiting for Me. He’s fought for me, His last enemy to defeat will be death, but it’s not in 
the air who will win. 

- It reminds us that He holds authority. While authority seems out of style today, it’s a 
source of comfort for those who love God. Yes, there is one who is in control and just. 
We do not fear Him. We eagerly wait for Him to judge. 

Romans 6:1-14 (Buried & Raised with Christ) 
- It reminds us to live for Christ. He deserves our all. 
- 2 Cor. 5:17 
Philippians 2:5-11 (Emptied Himself) 
- It reminds us to live for one another. His empty promise came at a significant cost. 
Acts 2:29-39 (final message) 
- It reminds you that there may be something you haven’t dealt with yet. Have you come 

face to face with the empty grave? It means a death has occurred. His resurrection is not 
without meaning. 

- 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, 12-21


