God Against the gods: Canaan Conquest

His Patience & Kindness

Genesis 15:13-16 Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be
sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four
hundred years. But | will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall
come out with great possessions. As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be
buried in a good old age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity

of the Amorites is not yet complete.” Patience

Exodus 22:21-24 “You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the
land of Egypt. You shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child. If you do mistreat them, and
they cry out to me, | will surely hear their cry, and my wrath will burn, and | will kill you with the

sword, and your wives shall become widows and your children fatherless.” Kindness

Leviticus 19:33-34 “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong.
You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall love him

as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: | am the Lord your God.” Kindness

Numbers 20:14-21 “Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom: “Thus says your
brother Israel: You know all the hardship that we have met: how our fathers went down to Egypt,
and we lived in Egypt a long time. And the Egyptians dealt harshly with us and our fathers. And
when we cried to the Lord, he heard our voice and sent an angel and brought us out of Egypt.
And here we are in Kadesh, a city on the edge of your territory. Please let us pass through your
land. We will not pass through field or vineyard, or drink water from a well. We will go along the
King’s Highway. We will not turn aside to the right hand or to the left until we have passed through
your territory.” But Edom said to him, “You shall not pass through, lest | come out with the sword
against you.” And the people of Israel said to him, “We will go up by the highway, and if we drink
of your water, | and my livestock, then | will pay for it. Let me only pass through on foot, nothing
more.” But he said, “You shall not pass through.” And Edom came out against them with a large
army and with a strong force. Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his territory, so

Israel turned away from him.” Kindness

Deuteronomy 2:4-5 “and command the people, “You are about to pass through the territory of
your brothers, the people of Esau, who live in Seir; and they will be afraid of you. So be very
careful. Do not contend with them, for | will not give you any of their land, no, not so much as for
the sole of the foot to tread on, because | have given Mount Seir to Esau as a possession.”

Kindness



- Deuteronomy 2:8b-9 “And we turned and went in the direction of the wilderness of Moab. And
the Lord said to me, ‘Do not harass Moab or contend with them in battle, for | will not give you
any of their land for a possession, because | have given Ar to the people of Lot for a possession.””

Kindness

- Deuteronomy 10:17-19 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the
mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. He executes justice for the
fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing. Love the

sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. Kindness

- Deuteronomy 20:10-15 “When you draw near to a city to fight against it, offer terms of peace to
it. And if it responds to you peaceably and it opens to you, then all the people who are found in it
shall do forced labor for you and shall serve you. But if it makes no peace with you, but makes war
against you, then you shall besiege it. And when the Lord your God gives it into your hand, you
shall put all its males to the sword, but the women and the little ones, the livestock, and
everything else in the city, all its spoil, you shall take as plunder for yourselves. And you shall enjoy
the spoil of your enemies, which the Lord your God has given you. Thus you shall do to all the

cities that are very far from you, which are not cities of the nations here.” Kindness

- Deuteronomy 2:19 “And when you approach the territory of the people of Ammon, do not harass
them or contend with them, for | will not give you any of the land of the people of Ammon as a

possession, because | have given it to the sons of Lot for a possession.”” Kindness

His Command & Reasoning

- Exodus 3:7-8 “Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt
and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. | know their sufferings, and | have come
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a
good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the

Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.”

- Exodus 23:23-33 ““When my angel goes before you and brings you to the Amorites and the
Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, and | blot them out,
you shall not bow down to their gods nor serve them, nor do as they do, but you shall utterly
overthrow them and break their pillars in pieces. You shall serve the Lord your God, and he will
bless your bread and your water, and | will take sickness away from among you. None shall
miscarry or be barren in your land; | will fulfill the number of your days. | will send my terror before
you and will throw into confusion all the people against whom you shall come, and | will make all
your enemies turn their backs to you. And | will send hornets before you, which shall drive out the

Hivites, the Canaanites, and the Hittites from before you. | will not drive them out from before you




in one year, lest the land become desolate and the wild beasts multiply against you. Little by little |

will drive them out from before you, until you have increased and possess the land. And | will set
your border from the Red Sea to the Sea of the Philistines, and from the wilderness to the
Euphrates, for | will give the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you shall drive them out
before you. You shall make no covenant with them and their gods. They shall not dwell in your
land, lest they make you sin against me; for if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to

mnin

you.

- Deuteronomy 7:22-23"The Lord your God will clear away these nations before you little by

little. You may not make an end of them at once, lest the wild beasts grow too numerous for

you. But the Lord your God will give them over to you and throw them into great confusion,

until they are destroyed.”

- "l was forty years old when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh-barnea to
spy out the land, and | brought him word again as it was in my heart. But my brothers who
went up with me made the heart of the people melt; yet | wholly followed the Lord my God.
And Moses swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely the land on which your foot has trodden shall be
an inheritance for you and your children forever, because you have wholly followed the Lord
my God." And now, behold, the Lord has kept me alive, just as he said, these forty-five years
since the time that the Lord spoke this word to Moses, while Israel walked in the wilderness.
And now, behold, | am this day eighty-five years old.” (Joshua 14:7-10, ESV)

- So, it took at least 5 years. Some say around 7, and we must remember, there were other
battles and land won that took place over time that was not technically included in the

original promise. But none of this, of course, happened over night.

- Exodus 34:11-16 “"Observe what | command you this day. Behold, | will drive out before you the
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Take care, lest
you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you go, lest it become a snare in
your midst. You shall tear down their altars and break their pillars and cut down their Asherim (for
you shall worship no other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), lest you
make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and when they whore after their gods and
sacrifice to their gods and you are invited, you eat of his sacrifice, and you take of their daughters
for your sons, and their daughters whore after their gods and make your sons whore after their

gods.”

- Leviticus 18:24-30 “Do not make yourselves unclean by any of these things, for by all these the
nations | am driving out before you have become unclean, and the land became unclean, so that |
punished its iniquity, and the land vomited out its inhabitants. But you shall keep my statutes and

my rules and do none of these abominations, either the native or the stranger who sojourns



among you (for the people of the land, who were before you, did all of these abominations, so
that the land became unclean), lest the land vomit you out when you make it unclean, as it
vomited out the nation that was before you. For everyone who does any of these abominations,
the persons who do them shall be cut off from among their people. So keep my charge never to
practice any of these abominable customs that were practiced before you, and never to make

yourselves unclean by them: | am the Lord your God.”

- Things like sexual immorality. He had to tell them not to practice incest, adultery,

homosexuality, and bestiality. In the midst of this, He instructed them . . .

- Leviticus 18:21 You shall not give any of your children to offer them to Molech, and so profane

the name of your God: | am the Lord.

- There weren't exactly a “peachy people.” The reason God destroyed people like the

Canaanites and Perizzites? They were parasites!

Leviticus 20:2-5 “Say to the people of Israel, Any one of the people of Israel or of the strangers
who sojourn in Israel who gives any of his children to Molech shall surely be put to death. The
people of the land shall stone him with stones. | myself will set my face against that man and will
cut him off from among his people, because he has given one of his children to Molech, to make
my sanctuary unclean and to profane my holy name. And if the people of the land do at all close
their eyes to that man when he gives one of his children to Molech, and do not put him to death,
then | will set my face against that man and against his clan and will cut them off from among their

people, him and all who follow him in whoring after Molech.”

Leviticus 20:22-23 "You shall therefore keep all my statutes and all my rules and do them, that the
land where | am bringing you to live may not vomit you out. And you shall not walk in the customs
of the nation that | am driving out before you, for they did all these things, and therefore |
detested them.

Numbers 33:50-53, 55-56 “And the Lord spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at
Jericho, saying, “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you pass over the Jordan
into the land of Canaan, then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you
and destroy all their figured stones and destroy all their metal images and demolish all their high
places. And you shall take possession of the land and settle in it, for | have given the land to you
to possess it. . . . But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then
those of them whom you let remain shall be as barbs in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and
they shall trouble you in the land where you dwell. And | will do to you as | thought to do to

nin

them.



- Deuteronomy 7:1-11 “When the Lord your God brings you into the land that you are entering to
take possession of it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations more
numerous and mightier than you, and when the Lord your God gives them over to you, and you
defeat them, then you must devote them to complete destruction. You shall make no covenant
with them and show no mercy to them. You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters
to their sons or taking their daughters for your sons, for they would turn away your sons from
following me, to serve other gods. Then the anger of the Lord would be kindled against you, and
he would destroy you quickly. But thus shall you deal with them: you shall break down their altars
and dash in pieces their pillars and chop down their Asherim and burn their carved images with
fire. "For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a
people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. It was
not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love on you and
chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the Lord loves you and is
keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty
hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know
therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love
with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, and repays to
their face those who hate him, by destroying them. He will not be slack with one who hates him.
He will repay him to his face. You shall therefore be careful to do the commandment and the

statutes and the rules that | command you today.”

- Deuteronomy 7:16 And you shall consume all the peoples that the Lord your God will give
over to you. Your eye shall not pity them, neither shall you serve their gods, for that would be

a snare to you.

- Deuteronomy 12:1-3 “These are the statutes and rules that you shall be careful to do in the land
that the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess, all the days that you live on the
earth. You shall surely destroy all the places where the nations whom you shall dispossess served
their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under every green tree. You shall tear down
their altars and dash in pieces their pillars and burn their Asherim with fire. You shall chop down

the carved images of their gods and destroy their name out of that place.”

- Deuteronomy 12:29-31 “When the Lord your God cuts off before you the nations whom you go in
to dispossess, and you dispossess them and dwell in their land, take care that you be not ensnared
to follow them, after they have been destroyed before you, and that you do not inquire about
their gods, saying, 'How did these nations serve their gods?—that | also may do the same.” You

shall not worship the Lord your God in that way, for every abominable thing that the Lord hates



they have done for their gods, for they even burn their sons and their daughters in the fire to their

gods.

- Deuteronomy 18:9-14 “When you come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you, you
shall not learn to follow the abominable practices of those nations. There shall not be found
among you anyone who burns his son or his daughter as an offering, anyone who practices
divination or tells fortunes or interprets omens, or a sorcerer or a charmer or a medium or a
necromancer or one who inquires of the dead, for whoever does these things is an abomination to
the Lord. And because of these abominations the Lord your God is driving them out before you.
You shall be blameless before the Lord your God, for these nations, which you are about to
dispossess, listen to fortune-tellers and to diviners. But as for you, the Lord your God has not

allowed you to do this.”

- Deuteronomy 20:16-18 “But in the cities of these peoples that the Lord your God is giving you for
an inheritance, you shall save alive nothing that breathes, but you shall devote them to complete
destruction, the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the
Jebusites, as the Lord your God has commanded, that they may not teach you to do according to
all their abominable practices that they have done for their gods, and so you sin against the Lord

your God.”

Final Thoughts

Questions:

- Are we saying there’s a standard? For those who charge God with “wrongdoing”, what is right and

wrong?

- Do we want God to destroy horrific practices (like burning children alive) or not? Can He really win

in the eyes of His enemies?
- Do you protect your children? Do we not seek to punish others as well?
- Do we not recognize His patience again and again?
- Did God not warn that He'd punish His own people? Did He not do so?
- Do we not recognize He will ultimately punish all? Does He not have the right to do so?

- Did God not send Jesus to save the world? And what did we do to Him? Yeah . . . this is what we
really don't like to deal with. My question is not, “Why did God destroy these people?” My

question is: why do we behave in such an evil manner when God has been so good?



