
Prayer & Providence or Production? 
Do you believe God works in your life in ways you do not understand? Do you think He's behind 
some decisions or all decisions? Does He open some doors or all doors? Does God close some 
doors or all doors? When should you walk through a door or shut another? Is it even up to you? How 
do you know? 

Haven’t we all had those moments when we're at a crossroads and don't know what to do? Which 
college should I apply for or attend? What career should I pursue? Should I seek or accept the new 
position at work? How do I know if this has become an idol in my life? Is this person right for me? Is 
this church right for me? Should we move to Colorado or stay put? Should I say this to my child or let 
them figure it out? Do we move Dad into our house or nursing home?  

At times you may feel completely lost and overwhelmed. Or if you're like me, you'll talk to others 
who profess to believe in Jesus, and they'll tell you about all the things He's doing in their lives. It 
can seem impressive. Perhaps, if you're like me, you'll even have moments of shame or 
disappointment. "Am I missing something? Have I got it wrong? Do I not trust God or praise Him 
enough?” 

I had a discussion with a woman at Starbucks recently. She had been out of the store for a few 
months. She was talking about her job and the flexibility they offer. I began to discuss the value of 
flexibility and availability in life. I mentioned how I was about to preach about the importance of 
young people thinking about their careers through the lens of a Christian. "Will this career affect my 
relationship with God? Will it take away too much time with my family? Will I be available for my 
local church? Do we even think along those lines?" Her face changed, and she opened up. She 
discussed how she was a workaholic, affecting her marriage and parenting. She then explained why I 
hadn't seen her in a while. She began to drink, and it took over. She checked herself into rehab for 2 
months. She opened up about repenting as an alcoholic. She confessed her sin to the church. She 
acknowledged God for helping her. "It was all God. I couldn't do anything." Yet, what was her 
message to those who have witnessed her change? "I started obeying God."  

I began to discuss the power of repentance. I expressed my concern about a perceived fear of 
making such bold claims. Why? Because others see it as work-based salvation and/or not giving 
glory to God. Brethren, anyone who truly loves God will obey and repent. God does not force it. It is 
our part. At one point, I said, "Not everything happens for a reason. We can do good or evil." We 
considered the scenario of a man murdering another at an ATM, and I asked her, "Was that God's 
will?" She responded, "No." However, she later circled back and asked, "What would you say to 
someone who says everything happens for a reason?" I responded that God could use someone as a 
vessel to carry out judgment, but how would you know? I took her to Cain and Abel in Genesis 4. 
What was God's will for Cain? When Cain killed Abel, was Cain carrying out the will of God? Clearly 
not. So, God's perfect or absolute will, in many instances, is not carried out time and time again. 
God desires for all to be saved . . . yet not all are. On the other hand, it was the will of God to bring 
about all spiritual blessings in Christ. That was not thwarted. Yet, He worked through humanity's free 
will and made it happen. As Paul would write in Romans, ""Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom 



and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! "For 
who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been His counselor?" "Or who has given a gift to 
Him that He might be repaid?" For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be 
glory forever. Amen." (Romans 11:33–36) 

There are actually 4 overall views towards God and His providence. 
- Atheism teaches there is no higher power. Life is the result of atoms that evolved over time. 
- Pantheism teaches God is in everything, but God is not a personal being but an infinite "It." "The 

created universe is "the living garment" of God—God is the soul of the world, the universe His 
existence form." It differs only, in practicality, from Atheism in that it gives a name to the infinite 
substance. 

- Deism  teaches that God is the creator of all things, including the Laws of Nature, which now 
govern our world. Think of a clockmaker - once He's made the clock, He can wind it up and let it 
go on its own. 

- Theistic or Biblical conception is that God is the creator of all things. Still, all things continue to 
be held together by His power. Without God upholding the laws of nature, there would be no 
nature. There would be no law. He is still involved and active in the lives of humanity. 

"Rabbinical Judaism, according to Josephus, was much occupied with discussing the relation of 
Divine providence to human free will. The Sadducees, he tells us, held an extreme view of human 
freedom, while the Essenes were believers in absolute fate; the Pharisees, avoiding these extremes, 
believed in both the overruling providence of God and in the freedom and responsibility of man.” 
(ISBE - Providence) 

Today we’ll consider David as an example to learn how God involved Himself in his life. 

David, Abigail, and Saul: 1 Samuel 25-27 
1. 1 Samuel 25:2-3. Context: David was running from Saul, who had attempted to take his life more 

than once. David and his men requested provision from a wealthy, harsh, and badly behaved 
man. His name was Nabal. His wife, however, was described as discerning and beautiful. Her 
name was Abigail.  

2. 1 Samuel 25:9-22. Nabal dismisses David as a nobody and a possible rebellious servant to the 
King. David's reaction? "Strap on your sword!" He was bold enough to say, "God do so to the 
enemies of David and more also, if by morning I leave so much as one male of all who belong to 
him." Yes, he was going to kill all males that belonged to Nabal. However, in the midst of it all, a 
servant of Nabal told Abigail everything that had happened. He even went to bat for David, 
explaining how David and his men had protected and provided for him and the other shepherds. 
Abigail made provisions and met David. 

3. 1 Samuel 25:23-31. Abigail pleaded with David. She explained how she wasn't present when he 
sent his men to her worthless husband. Take note of vs. 26. She credited the Lord for restraining 
David from bloodguilt. She acknowledged David as God's chosen one and expressed her 
confidence in the Lord's care of David. 

4. 1 Samuel 25:32-42. Take note of vs. 32. David credited God for sending Abigail. Yet, when you 
read vs. 33-34, David acknowledged Abigail's role in restraining him. David would have killed 
them all if she didn't come to him. Vs. 39 records David giving thanks to God for keeping himself 



from wrongdoing. Then David took her as his wife (even though Deuteronomy 17:17 instructed 
the Kings not to acquire many wives) along with another woman. 
- Does everything happen for a reason? Perhaps our conclusion is that God took over their free 

will? Then why didn't God restrain David in the case of Bathsheba and her husband? 
- Did God align the stars so that Abigail would marry a worthless fellow, only to kill him and 

reward her to David, though that wasn't His will for marriage? 
- Abigail likely experienced an arranged marriage. You wonder why such a discerning and 

beautiful woman would marry an ugly and worthless man. Yet, women do it today for various 
reasons. They do it for money, power, and position. Or perhaps the guy is really cute. Or do 
they change over time (how often does that happen)? Young people need to be careful 
before choosing a spouse: why are you marrying them? Did God lead these two together? 
Didn't God give guidance about who His people should marry? So, when His people 
intermingled with other nations, was that God's will? Having said that, when you read about 
Ruth and Boaz's marriage, do you see God behind that? Or was this God working through 
their free will to bring about Christ. Let's acknowledge that we do have a part to play. We 
cannot put it all on God, either. Why? Because we may be making unwise or earthly decisions 
while putting it on God. Imagine telling someone that God was behind your decision; 
meanwhile, God would say, "Don't look at Me. That was all on them." Or what about, "Well, 
I'll leave this one to the Lord." What if the Lord says, "How about you say something to 
them!" Ever noticed how Philip was told to help the Eunuch in Acts 8? Why didn't the Spirit 
say something to him? 

- Let's not overlook that David took her as his wife. Should he have done so? Many people are 
convinced that God is with them in all they do. They believe God has blessed and led them 
down their chosen path. For example, if my memory is correct, the woman who inspired this 
sermon is more than likely in an adulterous relationship. 

5. 1 Samuel 26:1-16. David continued to flee from Saul. At one point, David had an opportunity to 
kill him. One of David's soldiers snuck into Saul's camp alongside David. Take note of vs. 8. 
Abishai said, "God has given your enemy into your hand this day. Now please let me pin him to 
the earth with one stroke of the spear, and I will not strike him twice." Yet, David refused because 
he believed killing God's anointed one would be wrong. David thought God would strike down 
Saul in His own time and way. We learn that God had caused a deep sleep to fall on the soldiers 
while David was in the camp. That's why no one woke up while they crept in and had this 
conversation next to Saul. So, David took Saul's spear and water jug. Afterward, he called from a 
distance to make himself known to Saul. He pointed out that Abner, Saul's lead soldier, failed to 
protect the King. 

6. 1 Samuel 26:17-25. David then proposed two possible options: either God stirred Saul up 
against David, or men did, and they drove David out, men who encouraged serving other gods. 
He states in vs. 19, "If it is the Lord who has stirred you up against me . . . but if it is men . . ." 
Saul then acknowledges his wrongdoing. David offered Saul's men to approach and gather Saul's 
spear and claims the Lord gave Saul into his hands, but David would not put out his hand against 
him. Saul then blessed David. 
- Did God stir Saul? See 1 Samuel 16:14-18. This comes after David was anointed King by 

Samuel. Now 18:10. This is after hearing how others praised David. 1 Samuel 19:9. This is 
after David had another victory against the Philistines. Why would God do this? What was 
God doing? Did God want Saul to kill David? No, we know that's not the case. It seems that 



God did not relent on His punishment against Saul because of Saul's disobedience - See 1 
Samuel 13:13-14; 15:10-11, 27-28. 

7. 1 Samuel 27:1. Why would David live among the Philistines again? Did he not trust God? David 
was working with what he had before him. He knew some fundamental truths: God had anointed 
him, and it didn't seem like He wanted him dead. However, Saul did and based on Saul's track 
record, he wasn't to be trusted. David made decisions based on God's word and the 
circumstances before him. Can we do anything different than he did? 

Brethren - life gets tricky. Scriptures can be tricky. We want to be careful, don't we? There are many 
more examples one could give. One bizarre moment in David's life is: 

- 1 Chronicles 21:1 Then Satan stood against Israel and incited David to number Israel. 
- 2 Samuel 24:1 Again the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he incited David 

against them, saying, "Go, number Israel and Judah." 
- James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God," for God cannot 

be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 
We've got to be careful in how we handle God's word and how we understand God to operate. We 
also need to be humble. 

- Ecclesiastes 8:14–17"There is a vanity that takes place on earth, that there are righteous people 
to whom it happens according to the deeds of the wicked, and there are wicked people to 
whom it happens according to the deeds of the righteous. I said that this also is vanity. And I 
commend joy, for man has nothing better under the sun but to eat and drink and be joyful, for 
this will go with him in his toil through the days of his life that God has given him under the sun. 
When I applied my heart to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done on earth, how 
neither day nor night do one's eyes see sleep, then I saw all the work of God, that man cannot 
find out the work that is done under the sun. However much man may toil in seeking, he will not 
find it out. Even though a wise man claims to know, he cannot find it out." 

- We'd want to remember this before referencing the next chapter which states, "time and 
chance happen to all." Solomon isn't backtracking. This is probably from a man's point of view. 
The reality is that much happens behind the scenes we're not privy to. It becomes futile trying 
to figure it all out.  

So, what do we do? 
- We pray for help and wisdom. (James 1:5) 
- We go to God's word for truth. (Psalm 119:24) 
- We can seek wise counsel. (Proverbs 11:24) 
- We make decisions based on what we're given. (Proverbs 24:30-34) 
- We acknowledge God in all things with this understanding. (James 5:13-16) 

Our God is not hands-off, brethren. Jesus is not far away.  
- Colossians 1:15-17 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him 

all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through Him and for Him. And He is 
before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 


