
Peter’s  Legac y-  2  Peter 1  


Vs. 1-7

Simeon Peter,  a servant and apost le of  Jesus Christ ,  To those who have obtained a 
fai th of  equal  standing with ours by the r ighteousness of  our God and Savior Jesus 
Christ :  

- We’re al l  one in Christ  due to the r ighteousness of  Jesus -  our God.

- Titus 3:4-5 But when the goodness and loving kindness of  God our Savior 

appeared, He saved us,  not because of works done by us in r ighteousness,  but 
according to His own mercy , 


May grace and peace be mult ipl ied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus 
our Lord. 

- The abundant l i fe we enjoy due to the grace and peace found in God cannot be 

truly real ized or appreciated without having a ful l  understanding of God (Father,  
Son, Holy Spir i t ) . 


His div ine power has granted to us al l  things that pertain to l i fe and godl iness,  
through the knowledge of Him who cal led us to His own glory and excel lence, by 
which He has granted to us His precious and very great promises,  so that through 
them you may become partakers of  the div ine nature,  having escaped from the 
corruption that is  in the world because of s inful  desire.  

- We’ve been given what we need through the knowledge of God, but i t ’s  not the 

word we’re worshipping -  this  knowledge centers on “God and of Jesus our 
Lord.”


- John 17:3 “And this is  eternal  l i fe,  that they know You, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ  whom You have sent .”


- God has cal led us to share in His glory and excel lence (v i r tue) . 

- 1 Thessalonians 2:12 we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and 

charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who cal ls  you into His own 
kingdom and glory. 


- 2 Thessalonians 2:14 To this He cal led you through our gospel,  so that you may 
obtain the glory of  our Lord Jesus Christ . 


- When Christ  makes a promise,  He keeps i t .  When Christ  makes a promise .  .  .  i t ’s  
big. 


- God’s goodness,  dependabi l i ty and wonderful  promises cal l  us to be l ike Him.

- Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God has appeared, br inging salvat ion for al l  

people,  t ra ining us to renounce ungodl iness and worldly passions,  and to l ive 
sel f -control led, upright,  and godly l ives in the present age, wait ing for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of  our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ ,  who gave Himself  for us to redeem us from al l  lawlessness and to puri fy 
for Himself  a people for His own possession who are zealous for good works. 


For this  very reason, make every effort  to supplement your fa i th with v i r tue, and 
virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with sel f -control ,  and sel f -control  with 
steadfastness,  and steadfastness with godl iness,  and godl iness with brother ly 
affect ion, and brotherly affect ion with love.




- These qual i t ies are our for the taking, but many don’t  appreciate their  beauty.  
I t ’s  not one or the other. 


- I t ’s  a process.  I t ’s  sanct i f icat ion. Take the t ime. Read them over.  Chew on i t  a l l  .  .  
.  but don’t  just  think about i t . 


Vs. 8-11

For i f  these qual i t ies are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being 
ineffect ive or unfruit ful  in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ .  For whoever 
lacks these qual i t ies is  so nears ighted that he is  bl ind, having forgotten that he 
was cleansed from his former s ins.  

- We weren’t  meant to be merely intel lectual  Christ ians. 

- Many people are effect ive in al l  the ways that don’t  real ly matter. 

- Yet,  they’re not seen as being nears ighted. Why is  that?

- One reason we don’t  change, according to Peter,  is  that we have forgotten 

where we began.

Therefore,  brothers,  be al l  the more di l igent to conf i rm your cal l ing and elect ion, 
for i f  you pract ice these qual i t ies you wi l l  never fa l l .  For in this  way there wi l l  be 
r ichly provided for you an entrance into the eternal  k ingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ . 

- I t  is  what i t  is .  Not legal ist ic .  

- We fol low in Jesus’  footsteps because we love  Him. We change our l ives to 

ref lect Him because we trust  His way of doing things. 

- Mat thew 5 :19-20 “Therefore whoever re laxes one of the leas t o f  these 

commandments and teaches others to do the same wi l l  be cal led least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them wi l l  be cal led 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I  tel l  you, unless your r ighteousness 
exceeds that of  the scr ibes and Pharisees,  you wi l l  never enter the kingdom of 
heaven .”


- Taken from ESV Study Bible:  “Peter’s  wording does not imply that true fol lowers 
of  Christ  can ever apostat ize;  those who do so were never real ly “cal led,” 
“elected,” or born again .” Kind of makes the whole sect ion point less,  does’t  i t? 
These individuals have been “cleansed from his former s ins.” Peter said,  “IF you 
pract ice these qual i t ies you wi l l  never fa l l .” 


Vs. 12-15

Therefore I  intend always to remind you of these qual i t ies,  though you know them 
and are establ ished in the truth that you have. I  think i t  r ight,  as long as I  am in 
this  body, to st i r  you up by way of reminder,  s ince I  know that the putt ing off  of  
my body wi l l  be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ  made clear to me. And I  wi l l  make 
every effort  so that after my departure you may be able at any t ime to recal l  these 
things. 

- John 21:18-19 Truly,  t ruly,  I  say to you, when you were young, you used to dress 

yoursel f  and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old,  you wi l l  stretch 
out your hands,  and another wi l l  dress you and carry you where you do not want 



to go.” (This He said to show by what k ind of death he was to glor i fy God.)  And 
after saying this  He said to him, “Fol low Me .”


- Isn’t  i t  f rustrat ing when someone won’t  pay attent ion to your s imple advice? 
Isn’t  i t  f rustrat ing when someone continues to give you the same old advice?!?!  
Peter,  in his  old age, found i t  necessary to remind them of what had already 
been told.  Let’s  not try to complicate things -  a lways looking for something new.


Vs. 16-21

For we did not fol low clever ly devised myths when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ ,  but we were eyewitnesses of His 
majesty.  For when He received honor and glory f rom God the Father,  and the voice 
was borne to Him by the Majest ic Glory,  “This is  My beloved Son, with whom I  am 
wel l  pleased,” we ourselves heard this  very voice borne from heaven, for we were 
with Him on the holy mountain.  

- Peter references what we cal l  “The Transf igurat ion” found in Luke 9:28-36.

- God conf i rmed Jesus as His Son and these men were there. 

And we have the prophetic word more ful ly  conf i rmed, to which you wi l l  do wel l  to 
pay attent ion as to a lamp shining in a dark place, unt i l  the day dawns and the 
morning star r ises in your hearts,  knowing this f i rst  of  a l l ,  that no prophecy of 
Scr ipture comes from someone’s own interpretat ion. For no prophecy was ever 
produced by the wi l l  of  man, but men spoke from God as they were carr ied along 
by the Holy Spir i t . 

- The Law and Prophets al l ,  u l t imately,  pointed to Jesus.  Don’t  bel ieve our eye 

witness test imony? Go to the Scr iptures! 

- Jesus pointed to witnesses in His l i fe as wel l :  John 5:30-47. In this  passage 

Jesus points to John the Baptist  who acted as a witness (who was present at  
Jesus’  baptism and heard God’s voice) .  The works that Jesus accomplished were 
bearing witness to who He was.  God would bear witness about Jesus through 
the word. “Do not think that I  wi l l  accuse you to the Father.  There is  one who 
accuses you: Moses,  on whom you have set your hope. For i f  you bel ieved 
Moses,  you would bel ieve Me; for he wrote of Me. But i f  you do not bel ieve his 
writ ings,  how wi l l  you bel ieve My words?” John 5:45-47. 


- The word acts as l ight in a dark world and dark mindset.  God’s word was a lamp 
to the Psalmist ’s  feet (Psalm 119:105) and Jesus is  our morning star (Numbers 
24:17; Revelat ion 22:16; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6) . 


- Whether the prophets of  old or apost les ( they’re al l  Scr ipture -  see also 3:2,  16 
and notice how they’re referenced as scr ipture)  what they taught or iginated from 
the Holy Spir i t .  I t  wasn’t  their  own word, nor did they tamper with the message. 
I t  came from God to the people,  whereas the teaching of fa lse teachers 
or iginated with themselves,  yet they attempted to pass i t  off  as inspired.


