
He Called Them Friends 

- Luke 12:4 "I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have 
nothing more that they can do. 

- John 11:11 After saying these things, he said to them, "Our  friend  Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 

- Matthew 11:19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A 
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her 
deeds.” 

- Do you see what Jesus called them? Do you see how others viewed Jesus? 

I've shared this before, but it came to mind again when preparing today's sermon. A shirt 
circulated in the "Christian" community when I was a teenager. "Jesus is my homeboy." It had 
an artistic and modern depiction of Jesus. I remember how upset my dad was at the t-shirt. 
"Boys, Jesus isn't your homeboy. He's your Lord and Savior." I'm laughing, but not because I 
disagree. He was right. He sensed the line had been crossed. The slang term treated Jesus as 
common. Jesus was just "one of the boys." We've been discussing how to view Jesus over 
the past two weeks. Having said that - do you have a problem calling Jesus a friend? Would 
Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, call you a friend? 

It’s interesting because unless I've overlooked the passage, there's no verse showing any 
disciple speaking to Jesus and calling Him friend. The closest thing I could find was John the 
Baptist, implying that he was a friend of the bridegroom (Jesus). Yet, Jesus called His disciples 
His friends. In fact, it's not the first time God called man His friend: 
- 2 Chronicles 20:7 Did you not, our God, drive out the inhabitants of this land before your 

people Israel, and give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend? 
- Isaiah 41:8 But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring 

of Abraham, my friend; 
- James 2:23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was 

counted to him as righteousness"—and he was called a friend of God. 
- Exodus 33:11 Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his 

friend. When Moses turned again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a 
young man, would not depart from the tent. 

Are you seeing this? What does that do for your soul? Does it feed it? Does it encourage your 
inner being? You know what it's like a have a close friend, don't you? I was reading through 1 
Samuel in my personal studies and came across these passages again: 
- 1 Samuel 18:1-3 As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit 

to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. And Saul took him that day 
and would not let him return to his father's house. Then Jonathan made a covenant with 
David, because he loved him as his own soul. 

- 1 Samuel 22:1-2 David departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam. And when 
his brothers and all his father's house heard it, they went down there to him. And everyone 
who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was bitter in soul, 



gathered to him. And he became commander over them. And there were with him about 
four hundred men. 

David was a blessed man. Not only did God see him as having a heart after His own (that's 
most important), but David had earthly friends. They were there for him during the most 
challenging times in his life. There were some friends, like Jonathan, who would never 
abandon him. He seemed to be a good friend. I'd never given the last passage much 
attention, but I thought, "Now, there's a guy who must have been a comforter and 
encourager. The broken gathered to David." Who gathers to you? Who do you gather to? 
Isn't it a blessing? Friends are such a blessing.  

Coincidentally, I came across a letter I mailed to a dear friend of mine in 2015 while he was in 
jail. He was my best friend growing up. When we met, as 8-year-old boys about to turn 9 (our 
birthdays are one week apart), our little lives were struggling. We had to deal with the realities 
of life children shouldn't give mind to. As the years went on, God became more and more the 
center of my life (as a whole) while he grew further apart from Him. Long story short, I was 
blessed to reconnect with him, and he obeyed the gospel. Unfortunately, he began to 
backslide and found himself inside a jail cell . . . again. In the letter, I explained how a friend 
had gifted me a journal to write in back in 2002 (13 years earlier), but it seemed a bit lame to 
me. Yet, one night in my early 20's, I pulled it out and began to write in it. My mind went back 
to the days when we were little kids. We had a routine: after school, we'd hop on our bikes 
and ride to his house. The key was under the rock by the door. We'd let ourselves in and wait 
until his mom or my dad was off work, and then I'd head home. For some reason, the picture 
of us sitting on the roof one day (as I look back at my childhood, I was sitting on roofs way too 
much), and we were sitting in silence, throwing little pebbles onto the grass. Our little minds 
were preoccupied more than we understood at that time. He and I could sit in silence 
because being by each other was all we needed. So, I brought this up in my letter to him and 
then went on to express my love for him. I encouraged him to repent and to come home. I 
attempted to remind him of God’s love and patience. It was an honest plea to a friend.  

I'm telling you that one of the greatest gifts God allowed me was J.R. when I was a boy. He 
blessed me with a friend that was like a brother to me. Yet, as wonderful as that was, the 
saddest part is that we could no longer share that friendship, because he made friends with 
the world as I worked on a friendship with God. It’s unfortunate, because God desires to bless 
us with rich friendships. He wants us to help one another in our walk with Him. 

The Proverbs mention friendship. We'll take note of a few passages: 
- Proverbs 17:17 A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. 
- Proverbs 18:24 A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who 

sticks closer than a brother. 
- Proverbs 27:5-7, 9-10 Better is open rebuke than hidden love. Faithful are the wounds of a 

friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy. One who is full loathes honey, but to one who is 
hungry everything bitter is sweet. Oil and perfume make the heart glad, and the sweetness 
of a friend comes from his earnest counsel. Do not forsake your friend and your father's 



friend, and do not go to your brother's house in the day of your calamity. Better is a 
neighbor who is near than a brother who is far away. 

- Proverbs 27:17 Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another. 
- This is what a friend looks like. They won’t leave you, bad mouth you, or tell you only what 

you want to hear. God knows we need people “in skin,” and we call them friends. Their not 
shallow like friends on Facebook or Twitter. They know us for who we truly are and they 
don’t run. 

Most importantly, this is what we have in Jesus. The broken have come to Him, like David in 
the cave, and He cared for their needs. He purchased what they needed through the pouring 
out of His blood. It wasn't for vain pride but the desire for a genuine relationship. That's why 
Jesus' friends, His faithful friends, stick by Him until the end. This brings me to an essential 
observation of Jesus' friendship. It is different. 
- John 15:13–15 "Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 

friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, 
for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all 
that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you." 

Jesus isn't like every friend you've had. For one, He was so pure and sincere that He gave His 
life for the world. Even if others were willing to die for others (Romans 5), their sacrifice 
wouldn't have been acceptable. The world doesn't typically sacrifice for those who are 
enemies. We don't tend to go without or live in discomfort for those who wouldn't appreciate 
our love and generosity. Yet Paul is saying that Jesus died not for a friendly people but for 
weak sinners and enemies. 
- He won't bad mouth you to His Father (Matthew 10:32-33) 
- He won't abandon you. 
- He'll be truthful with you. 
- Not only does He sharpen you, but He saves you. 

But He's also different in that friends don't have command over your life. He does. We don't 
need to seek any angle of this that is easier to swallow. It makes sense for your equal not to 
have command over you, but He's not your equal. Nor should this trouble us. Have our 
fathers had authority over you? Has that caused you to question their love or commitment 
toward you?  

- Those who love Jesus or consider Him a friend will do what He commands us. We must be 
clear: the lack of obedience to Jesus' will reveals your heart toward Him. You cannot say 
you're a friend of Jesus and not follow Him. 
- James 4:1–4 "What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that 

your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You 
covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not 
ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 
You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God." 



- You cannot say you're a friend to Jesus and not be a friend to your brother.  
- 1 John 4:20-21 If anyone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who 

does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 
And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his 
brother. 

I want to be clear. Jesus has been the best friend to me. I'm continually working to return the 
friendship to Him. Having said that, Jordan and I are beyond blessed to have your friendship. 
Just this week, for example, one of you reached out to discuss life's challenges. I felt honored 
to be on the other side. Another one of you, like Jesus, took the initiative to encourage me. 
What an absolute blessing. I was listening to a short video this week meant for preachers. It 
discussed the top struggles preachers encounter. One of their top struggles is establishing 
friendships within the local fellowship. Brethren, with great joy and thanksgiving, that's not 
been an issue for me. I cherish your friendship. I'll say something else: many preachers 
struggle with their task. They have to say things that may offend the people who support 
them (again, my greatest loyalty is to Jesus). Still, your love for my family has removed most of 
that fear. That says a lot about you, beloved. 

It’s never to late for us to turn to Him. 
- Matthew 26:50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up 

and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 

You know, the proverbs also discuss how the rich can accumulate friends while the poor are 
forsaken, but do the rich have true friends? We've not purchased our true friends - have we? 
Yet, Jesus has purchased us. He's bought you, has He not? Isn't that funny. Do you know the 
difference? It wasn’t for a cheap 30 pieces of silver either. Jesus has purchased every one of 
His friends. But He didn't do so against your will. He didn't do it through cheap gifts. Jesus 
purchased enemies like Judas as well. However, He didn’t want Judas to take his own life. He 
wanted Judas to see the love Jesus had for him. Jesus didn’t want Judas to do what he did. 

Friends, what will you do?


