
Faith, Hope, & Love 

Psalm 130    This Psalm is included in a collection of Psalms titled "A Song of Ascents." 
Ascents mean "to go up." To go up where? Some believe it refers to the return home of the 
Hebrew people after the captivity. Others see it as Psalms recited while ascending the steps in 
Jerusalem's temple from one court to another. The majority see it as ascending the mountain 
of Jerusalem during one of their three major annual festivals (Feast of Booths). 

You can imagine the excitement! People come together as one with songs on their lips and 
joy in their hearts. Life can be challenging. The year may have gone differently than you 
hoped. Or perhaps, like this Psalm seems to indicate, you're disappointed by sin and life 
choices. Life happens. It happens every year! But, for the Jews, it was a time of joy and peace. 
It was a time for hope. 

We find ourselves in a similar situation this time of the year, don't we? Millions in the United 
States don't believe in Jesus, but they find joy because it's a time to be with loved ones, slow 
down, and find peace. Have you noticed how everyone seems friendlier during this time of 
the year? Maybe it's in our heads - (haha). Then some celebrate Christmas as the birth of 
Jesus. To them, this time of the year hits much deeper. It reminds them of their hope because 
of their faith in Jesus. Now, I must be clear, I'm not trying to promote Jesus' birth in the same 
way, in particular, as though the church needs to celebrate His birth as we've seen growing 
up. The 1st-century church didn't do that. We certainly don't see the 1st-century Christians 
putting on plays and celebrating as a work or worship of the church. This has caused many of 
us to shy away from acknowledging Christmas in the traditional sense. However, the way I see 
it, my avoidance wouldn't negate the fact that it's happening and on everyone's mind. If 
anything, simply because it's all around us this month. There's a principle that I do not take 
offense at - that people are acknowledging the gift of Jesus. And brethren, He is a gift. He 
brings hope, and where there is hope, there is joy. So, I only look to take advantage of what's 
on your mind today, though you don't celebrate it as Jesus' birthday like my family doesn't. 
I've been thinking about this time of the year. What is it that makes it so unique? What's 
underneath it all? Why is there so much joy? At least one major component is that of hope. 

Proverbs 10:28 The hope of the righteous brings joy, but the expectation of the wicked will 
perish. 

In our Old Testament literature, Jews had a confident expectation of something either good 
(which brought them hope) or bad (which brought fear because of God's wrath). I'm reading 
from the "Theological Dictionary of the New Testament," and they write, "In the OT there is 
no neutral concept of expectation. An expectation is either good or bad and therefore it is 
either hope or fear. Hope itself is thus differentiated linguistically from fear of the future. Hope 
as expectation of good is closely linked with trust, and expectation is also yearning, in which 
the element of patient waiting or fleeing for refuge is emphasized." When you spoke of hope, 
it had to do with God's blessings, but it also revolved around their expectation of the Messiah 



to come. To talk of Jewish hope without mentioning the coming Messiah would be a grave 
mistake and an incomplete picture. The Messiah was the fulfillment of Jewish hope. 

Hope, by definition, carries the idea of looking forward to something with a confident 
expectations. However, typically when we use the word "hope" today, it doesn't necessarily 
carry the full power and confidence that hope holds in the Bible. That God would bless His 
people, in particular, with their Messiah wasn't a matter of "if" but "when." The Jewish nation 
is still waiting for its Messiah. I only spent a few moments reading articles about His coming 
from their perspective. You can clearly perceive their disappointment in His delay while 
holding a confident expectation of His return. Especially among conservative/traditional 
Judaism. Here's one quote that does the job: "The 12th-century Jewish scholar Maimonides  
(my-mon-uh-deez) identified 13 principles of Jewish faith, one of which is 'I believe with 
perfect faith in the coming of the Messiah, and even though he may delay, I will nevertheless 
wait for him.'  Many devout Jews would argue that one should not just be awaiting but 
constantly anxious for the coming of the Messiah, and prepared for his arrival."  (https://
www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/22-may/regulars/out-of-the-question/do-jews-still-await-
a-messiah) 

As Christians, we, too, have a strong hope. In fact, our faith is connected at the hip of hope. 
- Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen. 
- Hope is founded on our faith. Without faith, there is no hope. However, as soon as the faith 

is proclaimed and believed in, it results in a deep seeded hope. 
So, what is our hope? 
- Romans 8:18-25. This sums it up. We hope for the day when the redeemed of Christ are 

liberated. We wait for the redemption of our bodies. 
It was this hope that resulted in Paul being in hot water! 
- Acts 23:6  Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other 

Pharisees, he cried out in the council, "Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is 
with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial." 

It's a hope that centers around the resurrection of Jesus. 
- 1 Corinthians 15:12-19. Our hope of a resurrected life with God cannot be properly shared 

or understood if it doesn't revolve around our Messiah. 

However, this doesn't mean we live in a state of complacency. In fact, Christians have been 
accused of checking out of the problems that surround us because of our hope. "It is held 
that because people are the source of the world's problems they can also be the solution . . . 
In the early centuries of church history stress on the disparity between this world and the next 
seemed to create an attitude of escapism, futility, or indifference toward the problems and 
pains of human existence. In the 19th century Prussian philosopher Frederick Nietzsche 
(1844–1900) claimed that Christianity made people cowards because it taught that whatever 
happened was God's will, thus discouraging efforts to change the world. Karl Marx (1818–83) 
said that Christianity or religion was the "opiate of the people." For Marx religion kept people 
from rising against those who oppressed them."  Paul K. McAlister, "Hope," Baker 
Encyclopedia of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1988), 996. 
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I see the tension that exists. Does the word teach encourage us to check out because of 
what's to come? No, I don't believe it. However, what we seek to change or influence is 
sometimes different from the world. We want to help those without, though we know the 
world will always have the poor with them. We desire to be just, though the world will always 
suffer from unjust leaders. We care about the physical well-being of all, yet we know that all 
will die one day. So, we seek to feed the souls of the lost. We seek and pray for spiritual 
healing from the great Physician.  

One passage that comes to mind concerning our Savior is:  
- Matthew 12:15-21. In this passage, you see the gentle care of Jesus, yet the passage 

points to something bigger, doesn't it? 
- Brethren, we want to be like Jesus NOW. Not like Him one day because we'll attain a 

glorified state. We want to be like Him now because it's what He desires. 
So, our hope does not result in us being stagnant. It drives change. 
- Romans 5:2-5 Through Him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which 

we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

- Hope doesn't result in apathy. It doesn't make one stagnant. Suffering helps us learn 
how to endure. Learning how to endure results in admirable character. Such a character 
produces hope . . . and that's nothing to be ashamed of. Hope doesn't produce 
humiliation; instead, it shows humility. 

- Titus 2:11–14  "For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us 
from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are 
zealous for good works." 

- Hope doesn't equate to a lack of responsibility. "I'll be saved one day, so there's no 
use in preserving goodness now." No, we're about walking like Jesus. When we fully 
believe in Him, we can empty ourselves to worship and honor Jesus. He is our grace 
and the sweetest gift given to humankind. 

So, with that in mind, I'll take you back to where we began. Hope. 
- Luke 2:8-14 and Matthew 2:9-11. 

- What does Jesus mean to you today? What kind of effect does He have on your life?


